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WELCOME TO OUR

playfully yours
2020 SEASON

Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre helps young people engage with the arts,
whether it’s through experiencing performances or participation in workshops.
In Australia we’re fortunate to have
a wealth of companies that make
outstanding theatre for young people.
Their work is linked to the curriculum,
very often based on children’s
literature, and the subject matter
always has relevance and resonance
linked to lived experience.
Most of the productions we present for
young people run for about 60 minutes,
but the impact can last for weeks,
months, years or a lifetime.
Studies reveal exposure to theatre
that makes a story jump off a page
and burst into life encourages young
people to see the world through new
perspectives, increases their capacity for
tolerance of different people and ideas,
and enhances empathy.
Students who see quality theatre, and
are involved in the arts, show a better
understanding of reading materials, and
their academic achievements improve
– irrespective of their socio-economic
background.

We’re committed to programming theatre
for infants, primary and high school
students, which might take the form
of circus, text-based drama, singing,
comedy or dance – and sometimes all of
those art forms are combined.
These performances are backed by
teacher resource kits, that we are
regularly told bring fresh and exciting
ideas and activities into classrooms.
We strive to engage with students in
advance of them attending a performance
– and this is often in the form of teaching
artist incursion programmes and
participatory workshops.
This greatly enhances the theatre
experience by unpacking the concepts
in the production and exploring
performance techniques.
We look forward to hosting your class.

Karen Patterson
Centre Manager
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Musical Theatre

TERM 1

Years 7-12

A Hayes Theatre Co. production

H.M.S. Pinafore
Music by Arthur Sullivan, Libretto by W.S. Gilbert.

Set sail on the high seas with Gilbert & Sullivan’s beloved comedy of
star-crossed lovers, mismatched marriages and mistaken identities.
Award-winning director, Kate Gaul, makes her Hayes Theatre
Co debut with this re-imagined, gender-bending, hypertheatrical and kinky take on this Gilbert & Sullivan classic.
This nautical caper overflows with infectious tunes such as I am
the Monarch of the Sea, I’m Called Little Buttercup and He is
an Englishman. H.M.S. Pinafore is a sharp satire of the English
social hierarchical system of the Victorian age.
Pinafore’s extraordinary popularity was followed by the similar
success of a series of Gilbert and Sullivan works, including
The Pirates of Penzance and The Mikado. Don’t miss out on
this rollicking farce and get set for some hysterical hijinks on
the high seas.

Tuesday 3 March | 11am & 8pm
 Auditorium
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 1 hr 40 mins (incl interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years 7-12
THEMES/
CURRICULUM LINKS
Storytelling, Creativity, Drama,
English, Dance, Music
TICKETS
Students/Teachers $25
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SHOP
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CAST
Thomas Campbell, Tobias
Cole, Rory O’Keeffe, Billie
Palin, Katherine Allen, Gavin
Brown, Jermaine Chau, Sean
Hall, Bobbie Jean Henning,
Olga Solar, Dominic Lui
DIRECTOR
Kate Gaul
MUSICAL DIRECTOR
Zara Stanton
CHOREOGRAPHER
Ash Bee
PRODUCTION
DESIGNER
Melanie Liertz
LIGHTING DESIGNER
Fausto Brusamolino
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“Hayes Theatre
Company has
now set a
stratospheric
standard...”
Stage Noise

For Kids

TERM 1

Years Preschool, K-2

CDP presents Tall Stories’ magical musical adaptation of

The Gruffalo’s Child
Adapted from the award-winning picture book by Julia Donaldson and Alex Scheffler.
Published by Macmillan Children’s Books.

The Gruffalo said that no gruffalo should
Ever set foot in the deep dark wood...
If you loved The Gruffalo, don’t miss the sequel! Join the
Gruffalo’s child on her adventurous mission in this magical
musical adaptation of the much-loved book.
One wild and windy night the Gruffalo’s child ignores her
father’s warnings about the Big Bad Mouse and tiptoes out
into the deep dark wood. After all, the Big Bad Mouse doesn’t
really exist... does he?
The team behind The Gruffalo, Room on the Broom, and
The 13 to 91-Storey Treehouse series return with The Gruffalo’s
Child, bringing together physical theatre, music and puppetry to
deliver songs, laughs and scary fun for children and their adults.

Tuesday 10 March | 10am & 12pm
 Auditorium
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 55 mins (no interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years Preschool, K-2
THEMES/CURRICULUM LINKS
Storytelling, Creativity, Drama, English, Dance, Music
TICKETS
School Groups 8+ students $19
One teacher free per school group of 8,
additional teachers at student price.
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This dramatisation of
The Gruffalo’s Child is
based on the picture
book The Gruffalo’s Child
© illustrations 2004 Axel
Scheffler and © text 2004
Julia Donaldson published
by Macmillan Children’s
Books.
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Dance Theatre

TERM 2

Years 7-12

A PYT Fairfield production

PLAYLIST
Directed by Karen Therese.

Beyoncé meets the women’s marches meets Australian Idol.
PLAYLIST is full of suburban dreams and pop star fantasies. Five
incredible young women talk about their favourite female pop
stars and how these narratives inspire and shape their personal
worlds in this genre-defying dance theatre work.
The extraordinary cast represent a unique and powerful cross
section of emerging artists in contemporary Australia, featuring
Ebube Uba, a Nigerian-Australian actor and dancer; Neda
Taha, a Tongan-Iraqi-Australian hip hop dancer; May Tran a
Vietnamese-Australian slam poet; comedic actor Tasha O’Brien;
and Croatian-Australian pop star Mara Knezevic.
PYT Fairfield, who presented Jump First, Ask Later at the
Entertainment Centre in 2019, is one of our most celebrated
makers of brave and transformative new work that reflects the
cultural diversity of contemporary Australia.

Saturday 23 May | 8pm
 Auditorium

CAST
Ebube Uba, May Tran,
Tasha O’Brien, Mara
Knezevic & Neda Taha
DIRECTOR
Karen Therese
CHOREOGRAPHER
Larissa McGowan
DESIGNER
Zanny Begg
CO-SOUND DESIGNERS
Jasmine Guffond &
Gail Priest
LIGHTING DESIGNER
Verity Hampson
DRAMATURG
Kate Armstrong–Smith
ASSOCIATE ARTIST
Koco Carey

RUNNING TIME:
Approx 1 hr 10 mins (no interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years 9-12. Coarse language, adult themes, strobe and haze.
CURRICULUM LINKS
Storytelling, Creativity, Endurance, PDHPE, Drama, English,
Belonging
TICKETS
Students/Teachers $25
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Classical

TERM 2

Years 7-12

Sydney Symphony Orchestra

Rebel, Gabrieli & Vivaldi:
The Italian Baroque
Conductor Benjamin Bayl.

Australia’s premier orchestra, the Sydney Symphony, returns to the Shoalhaven.
PROGRAM

The riches of the Venetian empire weren’t just silk and gold –
they were her artists and musicians.

MONTEVERDI
L’Orfeo – Sinfonia

Claudio Monteverdi, pioneer of opera, was composer-inresidence at the Basilica San Marco, a post held earlier by
the innovative Giovanni Gabrieli. These masters established
a uniquely Venetian sound – deeply affecting, solemn, and
specially conceived to resound in glittering interiors.

VIVALDI
Concerto for four violins
GABRIELI
Canzona for brass and strings

The intricate interplay of voices in Vivaldi’s concerto for four
violins is so compelling that even J.S. Bach loved it. Vivaldi’s
‘Italian Style’ travelled well, and French composer Jean-Fery
Rebel adopted its alert rhythms and dramatic harmony for truly
audacious works like his opera-ballet Les élémens.

CORELLI
Concerto Grosso No.4
REBEL
Les élémens
ARTISTS
Benjamin Bayl conductor
Sydney Symphony Orchestra

Friday 12 June | 8pm
 Auditorium
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 1 hr 30 mins (incl interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years 9-12
CURRICULUM LINKS
Music, History
TICKETS
Student/Teacher $20

8

PRE-CO
NCE
TALK RT

Join us b
efore th
es
to learn
more ab how
out the
concert
prog
our web ram. Refer to
site for
informa further
tion.

“Bayl never leaves a note sounding indifferent,
always looking for the balance of orchestral
sonority in his dynamic interpretations.”
La Nueva España

Photo: Donald Runnicles

For Kids

TERM 2

Years 1-6

A CDP Kids Production

The 91-Storey Treehouse
A play by Richard Tulloch.
Adapted from the book by Andy Griffiths and Terry Denton.

From the team behind the 13 to 78-Storey Treehouse series live on stage.
Andy and Terry’s Treehouse has reached an amazing 91 storeys! It’s now more
fantastically dangerous than ever, with a deserted desert island, a whirlpool, and a
giant spider!
But Andy, Terry and Jill have no idea they’re about to face their biggest challenge yet!
Mr Big Nose has sent his grandchildren to the Treehouse, and they don’t want to just sit
quietly. Can Andy, Terry and Jill master this extreme babysitting challenge? What does
mysterious fortune teller Madam Know-It-All really want? And will the Big Red Button really
destroy the world?
A fantastical trip through this wild, weird and wonderful world for children and their
adults. Just beware of the Fortune Teller…

Monday 15 June | 12.30pm & 6pm
 Auditorium
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 60 mins (no interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years 1-6
THEMES/CURRICULUM LINKS
Storytelling, Creativity, Drama, English, Dance, Music
TICKETS
School Groups 8+ students $19
One teacher free per school group of 8,
additional teachers at student price.
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For Kids

TERM 3

Years Preschool, K-2

A Windmill Theatre Company Production

Beep
A slightly sideways tale about unexpected friendship, finding where you fit,
and learning to mix it up a little.
In Mort’s village everything has its place, every day is the same
and everyone likes it that way. Until one morning, crash, boom,
bang… down comes Beep.
What is this annoying interruption to Mort’s breakfast molly
melon, who is this noisy robot girl, and how will she find her
home?
With Windmill’s trademark design, gentle storytelling, music
and puppetry, Beep tells the tale of what happens when
someone new comes to town.

Friday 7 August | 1pm
Saturday 8 August | 11am & 12.30pm
 Studio
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 35 mins (no interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years Preschool, K-2
THEMES/CURRICULUM LINKS
Literacy, Numeracy, ICT Capability,
Critical and Creative Thinking,
Personal and Social Capability,
Ethical Undertanding, Intercultural
Understanding
TICKETS
School Groups 8+ students $19
One teacher free per school group of 8,
additional teachers at student price.
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DIRECTOR,
CO-CREATOR
Sam Haren
DESIGNER,
CO-CREATOR
Jonathon Oxlade
WRITER,
CO-CREATOR
Katherine Fyffe
TECHNICAL
DESIGNER
Chris Petridis
COMPOSER,
SOUND DESIGNER
Luke Smiles
MORT PUPPET
MAKER, PUPPET
CONSULTANCY
Tamara Rewse
BEEP PUPPET MAKER
Marshall Tearle
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For Kids

TERM 4

Years Preschool, K-4

A Monkey Baa Theatre Company production

Edward the Emu
Based on the picture books by Sheena Knowles and Rod Clement.

The award-winning Monkey Baa team bring to the stage a new
imagining of the classic Australian books.
From the producers of Possum Magic. Edward is bored with his
lot. Being the only emu at the zoo has left him feeling glum and
under the impression that the grass is greener in everyone else’s
enclosure. Maybe being a seal, or a lion, or a snake might
be a better option in life for a lonely bird? Convinced that the
other creatures are more popular, Edward breaks ranks and
goes to find the fun.
Meanwhile the Keepers are in hot pursuit, hunting high and low
to relocate their crowd-pleasing, much-loved feathered attraction.
Edward stays one step ahead until he’s ready to head home;
concluding that being an emu might be just right after all. Back
at HIS pen, a very shocking but welcome surprise awaits... he’s
been replaced by the rather wonderful Edwina the Emu!

Tuesday 20 October | 10.30am & 12.30pm
 Auditorium
RUNNING TIME:
Approx 50 mins (no interval)
RECOMMENDED FOR:
Years Preschool, K-4
THEMES/CURRICULUM LINKS
Storytelling, Creativity, Drama, English
TICKETS
School Groups 8+ students $19
One teacher free per school group of 8,
additional teachers at student price.
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BASED ON
THE BOOK BY
Sheena Knowles and
Rod Clement
WRITTEN FOR
THE STAGE BY
Eva Di Cesare
DIRECTED BY
Eva Di Cesare
ILLUSTRATIONS BY
Rod Clement
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HOST YOUR SCHOOL
PRODUCTION OR EVENT
AT THE SHOALHAVEN
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
The Centre hosts a number of concerts and
formals each year representing a wide cross
section of primary and secondary schools.
For venue information contact our
Events team on 02 94429 5752 or
SEC_Events@shoalhavenentertainment.com.au
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OTHER GREAT STUFF
ABOUT THE SHOALHAVEN
ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE
FOR SCHOOLS
FREE TEACHER RESOURCE KITS
For most shows we are able to provide a Resource Kit to assist teachers in the classroom.
THEATRE EXPERIENCE GUIDE
This useful guide helps young people prepare for their day at the Shoalhaven
Entertainment Centre. It can be downloaded from the Arts Education page on our
website, or you can request printed copies.
ENCORE CAFÉ & BAR
Our on-site café serves a selection of healthy salads, sandwiches, and drinks.
PARKING
The Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre has easy and safe drop off and pick up points
for buses, situated around the venue.
FOYERS AND GRASSED AREA
The Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre has an expansive foyer and grassed areas
where students can safely gather before and after a show.
ACCESS SERVICES
Our theatres are fully accessible, catering to patrons with mobility concerns, and are
equipped with an induction hearing loop.
HARRY SAWKINS PARK
Harry Sawkins Park is just metres from the Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre and is a
great place to take students before or after the show to each lunch.
WHERE ARE WE?
Located conveniently on Bridge Road near the Princes Highway, with ample parking
and plenty of nearby facilities.

Season and show information details and prices were correct at the time of printing, however,
are subject to change where necessary and without notice.
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HOW TO BOOK
STEP 1: BOOKING
Email or Mail: Fill out the booking form (available at our Box Office) and send
Online: Visit shoalhavenentertainmentcentre.com.au and download a PDF booking
form and send
Phone: Call us on 1300 788 503
Please provide us with approximate numbers. Please alert the Box Office to students
or teachers with special needs.
STEP 2: PAYMENT
Payment and final numbers are due four weeks prior to the event you are attending.
Please ensure you pay no later than the due date on your invoice. Bookings made
within four weeks of the performance will need to be paid in full within one week
of confirmation.
STEP 3: TEACHER RESOURCE KITS
Teacher resource kits will be provided once you have paid your balance. Kits are
available for selected shows only.
STEP 4: ON THE DAY
Printed tickets will not be issued. When you arrive at the venue, our Front of House
team will coordinate your students’ entry into the theatre. Please arrive no later than
20 minutes prior to the start time of the performance. Latecomers may be excluded,
or may not be admitted until a suitable break in the performance. If you are running
late please call the Box Office on 1300 788 503.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For more information, Theatre Experience Guide and risk assessment information
please visit: shoalhavenentertainment.com.au/experience/arts_education
SPECIAL NEEDS
If any of your students have special needs please call the Box Office on 1300 788 503.
PAYMENT METHODS
Credit Card: By phone.
Bank Cheque: Cheques are to be made payable to “Shoalhaven Entertainment Centre”.
If we do not receive payment by the due date on the invoice, your tickets may not
be held. If you are having difficulty organising payment, contact us immediately on
1300 788 503.
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CONNECT
WITH US

@shoalhavenentertainment
@sec_nowra
@shoalhavenentertainment

Be the first to
know about news

Sign up at marketing@shoalhavenentertainment.com.au
shoalhavenentertainment.com.au

THANK YOU
SUPPORTERS OF SHOWS IN OUR 2020 SEASON

The producers of the following shows have been assisted by the Australian Government
through the Australia Council for the Arts, its arts funding and advisory body.
Beep, Edward the Emu, H.M.S. Pinafore, PLAYLIST, Sydney Symphony Orchestra

These projects are supported by the NSW Government through Create NSW.
Edward the Emu, H.M.S. Pinafore, PLAYLIST, Sydney Symphony Orchestra

Shoalhaven Entertainment
Centre is a division of

This project has been supported
by the City of Sydney.
H.M.S. Pinafore
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Bridge Road, Nowra NSW 2541
P: 1300 788 503
E: info@shoalhavenentertainment.com.au
www.shoalhavenentertainment.com.au
 @shoalhavenentertainment
 @sec_nowra
@shoalhavenentertainment

